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INTRODUCTION

Typically thought of as “safe” places, health agencies are now facing a significant increase in multidirectional acts of aggression from personnel, clients, and visitors.  The Bureau of Labor Statistics reports that health-care workers are some of the most likely among private sector workers to be attacked on the job. And now, with budget cuts reducing staffing and the presence of security guards in many places, some nurses say it’s even more dangerous in hospitals than it used to be.

BACKGROUND
· According to a 2010 Joint Commission Alert, physicians and other healthcare professionals and staff need to be extra vigilant in efforts to prevent violent crimes in hospitals and other healthcare facilities.  The Alert noted that patients, visitors, and staff increasingly have been victims of assault, rape, and homicide.
· The U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration estimates there are 2,600 non-fatal assaults on hospital staff each year.  The agency does not count acts of fatal violence.
· Nurses experience the most assaults, but physicians, pharmacists, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, nurses’ aides, therapists, technicians, home healthcare workers, social/welfare workers, and emergency medical care personnel are all at risk of violence by patients or a patient’s friends or relatives.  Psychiatric units are particularly dangerous, as are emergency rooms, crisis and acute care units, and admissions departments. (Occupational Safety and Health Administration)

· Non-fatal attacks on healthcare workers include assaults, bruises, lacerations, broken bones, and concussions; those reported to the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) only include injuries severe enough to result in lost time from work. (US Bureau of Labor Statistics)

· Some hospitals have taken increased measures, such as the Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit, which implemented metal detectors. In the first six months of the screening, 33 handguns, 1,324 knives, and 97 chemical sprays were confiscated, according to the American College of Emergency Physicians.

· The healthcare sector leads all other industries, with 45% of all nonfatal assaults against workers resulting in lost workdays in the US. (US Bureau of Labor Statistics)
· The median number of days away from work from assault or a violent act is five days, with almost a quarter of these injuries resulting in longer than 20 days away from work.  (US Bureau of Labor Statistics)


· Two out of three physical assaults happen in the medical care and social service industries.  (Occupational Safety and Health Administration)

· There is no requirement for hospitals to report all cases of violence. But a major new study from the Emergency Nurses Association details the problem, showing that 1 out of 9 emergency nurses said they had been physically assaulted on the job in just the previous week alone.
· There are cost factors, too. How much are hospitals paying in workers' compensation claims, or litigation for unsafe work environments, or for missed work, or for overtime or hiring temps to cover those missed shifts? How will a shooting in an emergency department affect recruiting and retention?

· In 2010, senators approved legislation that would increase penalties for individuals who injure or try to injure on-duty nurses.  The penalty for assault on registered nurses and licensed practical nurses would be elevated to a class C or D felony.  (Healthcare Violence 2010)

· Workplace violence is one of the most complex and dangerous occupational hazards facing healthcare workers in today’s environment. The complexities arise, in part; from a healthcare culture resistant to the notion that healthcare providers are at risk for patient-related violence combined with complacency that violence (if it exists) "is part of the job." (Workplace Violence in Healthcare:  Recognized but not Regulated)

· AFT Healthcare Local 5047, Danbury Nurses' Union Unit 47, reported members were physically assaulted by patients and witnessed a shooting of a co-worker on March 2, 2010.

· Clinicians are also grappling with online threats to their safety or reputation, said Simon. He noted that a tremendous amount of personal information, including home addresses and information about family members can be found online and used to threaten, harass, or harm a clinician. For example, he noted a case in which a disgruntled patient sent pornography to the mother-in-law of a psychiatrist in the psychiatrist’s name.

· Shootings like the one in which a gunman shot a doctor and killed a patient at The Johns Hopkins Hospital are “exceedingly rare,” but the rate of other assaults on workers in U.S. health care settings is four times higher than other workplaces, conclude two Johns Hopkins emergency physicians after reviewing workplace violence in health settings.

· The rate of assault in all private-sector industries in the United States is two per 10,000, compared to eight per 10,000 at health care workplaces, noted Gabor D. Kelen and Christina L. Catlett in a commentary published in the Dec. 8 issue of the Journal of the American Medical Association.  As a result, while hospital shootings get widespread media and other attention, security experts instead should focus their efforts on preventing common everyday assaults in hospitals and other health care facilities says Kelen, professor and chair of the Johns Hopkins Department of Emergency Medicine.

STATISTICS

· “New”  Danbury Hospital and other health care providers ready for a new law requiring a plan to respond to workplace violence.  In July, the governor signed a bill that requires health care providers with at least 50 employees to produce a plan for preventing workplace violence, including provisions for reassigning employees if they feel threatened by a patient. In June, he signed into law a separate bill that requires training for all state employees on workplace violence. A third bill that would have required the state to track instances of bullying and violence in Connecticut state offices did not proceed to a vote in the General Assembly.

· More than 572,000 nonfatal violent crimes—rape, robbery, or assault—occurred against persons age 16 or older while they were at work or on duty in 2009, according to a Justice Department Bureau of Justice Statistics’ newly released publication.

· Shootings accounted for about 80% of workplace homicides from 2005 through 2009.  About 14 % of workplace homicides resulted from stabbings, hitting, kickings, or beatings.

· The U.S. Department of Labor released 2009 statistics that ranked paramedics and nursing aides as being the workers most likely to miss work because of injuries.  There are 38 
incidents of violent assaults per 10,000 nurse’s aides.

· More than 3,461 attacks were reported by healthcare respondents over 5 years, with a median of 11 incidences of physical violence per site for the 5-year period. (Advanced Emergency Nursing Journal, 2009)

· A 2009 workplace violence survey found that nearly half of all non-fatal assaults in the United States were caused by healthcare patients.

· The results of an Emergency Nurses Association survey released in 2009 found that more than 50% of ER nurses had experienced violence by patients on the job and more than 25% had experienced 20 or more violent incidents in the past three years. Research showed long wait times, a shortage of nurses, drug and alcohol use by patients, and treatment of psychiatric patients all contributed to violence in the ER. 

· Healthcare facilities reported 33 violent incidents in 2009, compared with just single digits in 2002-2003. The real number of incidents is likely higher than those widely known, according to the Joint Commission.

· Healthcare professionals are 16 times more likely to be attacked on the job than any other service professional.  Add the fact that 80% of actual incidents go unreported, and you can see what amounts to nothing short of an emergency situation.  (Warrior Concepts Intl)

· Nurses experience workplace crime at a rate of 72% higher than medical technicians and at more than twice the rate of other medical fieldworkers (National Crime Victimization Survey)

· A survey released last year found that more than half of emergency nurses had been spit on, pushed, scratched, and verbally assaulted on the job. (Emergency Nurses Association).

· Western State Hospital in WA had 313 assaults in 2010.

· According to a 2010 report, healthcare institutions are confronting steadily increasing rates of crime, including violent crimes such as assault, rape, and homicide. (Joint Commission's Sentinel Event Database)  Its database indicated the greatest number of reported assaults, rapes, homicides in the last three years: 36 incidents in 2007, 41 in 2008, and 33 in 2009. The actual number of cases is believed to be higher.

· A nurse at a Massachusetts state hospital reported that over her 26 year career she's been assaulted more than 50 times.  The Joint Commission for hospital accreditation recently sent out an alert -- warning that serious assaults against healthcare workers is growing at an alarming rate -- beatings, rapes, murders. And it's not just in psychiatric units, experts say patients and visitors are attacking workers in ERs, ICUs, and Maternity wards.

· In a Survey of Emergency Department Physicians, verbal threats were the most common form of work-related violence; 28% were victims of physical assault; 12% were confronted outside the Emergency Department; and 4% experienced a stalking event. 

· Each year, almost 500,000 nurses are victims of violent crimes in the workplace.  (US Dept of Justice)

· NIOSH reports an average of 69,500 assaults against nurses annually. The rate of assault injuries to psychiatric nurses in particular (16 victimizations per 100 employees) exceeds the annual rate of all injuries reported in most high-risk occupations

· Between 8 percent and 13 percent of emergency-room nurses are victims of physical violence every week. (Emergency Nurses Assn)

· Someone is attacked in an NHS hospital in England every three minutes as doctors describe A&E departments as ‘war zones’, official figures show.

· According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, an average of 564 work-related homicides occurred each year in the United States from 2004 to 2008. The BLS reports that "most shootings occurred in the private sector (86 percent) whereas 14 percent of shootings occurred in government. Of the shootings within the private sector, 88 percent occurred within service-providing industries, mostly in trade, transportation and utilities."


· A national survey on workplace bullying from Zogmy International found that about 54 million Americans report being bullied at work with an estimated 43,800 acts of harassment, bullying and other threatening behavior occurring in the workplace every day.

· In a study published in the Journal of the American Medical Association in December, researchers at Johns Hopkins University calculated that assault rates at U.S. health-care facilities is four times higher than in other workplace settings. 
HEALTHCARE FACILITY INCIDENTS -- 2010 - Present
1. In February 2010, firefighter Frank Graham III, with a history of domestic abuse, was charged with murder in the shooting of nurse Taffi Crawford in the rear parking lot of Delta Medical Center, Memphis, TN.

2. In February 2010, a gunman tried to kill two people at a hospital in Scotland County, North Carolina. He managed to shoot one person several times, but the gun jammed when he tried to shoot another person.

3. An 85-year-old patient pulled out a revolver and opened fire at the Danbury Hospital in Connecticut in March of 2010, wounding a male nurse.

4. On April 18, 2010, a 27-year-old Dayton, OH man entered the VA Department Medical Center’s emergency room about 1 AM and requested treatment.  Jesse Huff did not get that treatment, police said, and about 5:45 AM, he reappeared at the center’s entrance, put a military-style rifle to his head, and twice pulled the trigger.  As a precaution, bomb squad technicians blew apart a backpack Huff carried before committing suicide. 

5. In April 2010, a murder-suicide resulted in two dead and two more wounded at Parkwest Medical Center in Knoxville, Tenn.  Knoxville police identified the Parkwest Medical Center shooter as Abdo Ibssa, 38, an Ethiopian immigrant who had become a naturalized citizen of the United States of America. The shooter went on a rampage a day before his 39th birth- day. Ibssa thought a doctor, who had performed an appendectomy on him at Parkwest in 2001, had surgically implanted a tracking device into his body. Owen says family members believe Ibssa had gone off his medications.

6. In June 2010, a woman in Michigan shot herself in an effort to get treatment for a painful shoulder injury.  Kathy Myers, 41, says she was desperate, unemployed, and suffering from severe pain. The pain became so bad; she felt her only option was to get a gun. 

7. In June 2010, a Temple University Hospital emergency-room nurse was attacked when she tried to keep a woman from grabbing needles from an empty examination room.  The nurse, 53, of Northeast Philadelphia, was grabbed by her ponytail, slammed against the wall, thrown across the room, punched, and then pushed over and began getting kneed. Another psychiatric patient heard the commotion and joined in the beating.

8. In July 2010, a nurse at the Upper Valley Medical Center in Troy, OH was stabbed several times with an ink pen by a patient. The nurse was attending to Charles Stewart, 49, when the patient allegedly jumped from the bed and started stabbing her. She received treatment for the puncture wounds on her shoulders, neck, chin and upper lip.

9. In August 2010, Terrance Caldwell, 22, allegedly approached the psychiatric unit's nurses' station at Erie County Medical Center in Buffalo, NY,  and punched registered nurse Kelly McCain in the head and face, kicked her, and choked her with a telephone receiver.

10. In September 2010, a gunman critically injured a doctor at Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland, and later killed himself and his mother.

11. In September 2010, a psychiatric patient reportedly broke a chair and beat a 53-year-old nurse with one of its legs. She suffered injuries to her head, face, and neck, and had to be transported to North Shore University Hospital in Manhasset, NY for further treatment.

12. In October 2010, a California nurse working in the intake area of the Contra Costa County jail died when a new inmate faked a seizure. When the nurse bent over him to help, he grabbed a lamp and smashed her over the head.  She died three days later.

13. In October 2010, a psychiatric technician at Napa State Hospital in California was strangled by a patient, one of a majority committed there for crimes related to their mental illnesses. 

14. In 2010, a patient beat a therapist unconscious at Napa State Hospital; an attack that came less than two months after a psychiatric technician was strangled at the California facility.  The latest attack Saturday occurred in a secluded corner of the hospital grounds. The 60-year-old rehabilitation therapist is hospitalized with four skull fractures.

15. In October 2010, Collicia "CC" Solomon, 33, of Trevose, was in the middle of her emergency-room shift at Temple when a patient who was admitted for a dog bite threatened suicide. He pulled out a knife and then threw it at her.

16. An emergency nurse in New York said she has been scratched, bitten, spat on and struck across the face so hard that her jaw broke. She was later told by her assailant, "I'm sorry. I was tired of waiting."

17. In 2010, emergency room nurse Erin Riley suffered bruises, scratches, and a chipped tooth from trying to pull the clamped jaws of a patient off the hand of a doctor at a suburban Cleveland hospital.

18. In 2010, a staff nurse was walking by a patient’s room, who was calling for help with his urinal pan. The nurse went to help him, and he smashed the pan over her head.



19. In the past year in West Virginia, patients have pulled guns, threatened emergency personnel with knives, and smashed heart monitors and IV pumps in drug-induced rages.  In one incident, police had to use a Taser to subdue a woman and on at least two occasions patients became hostile after emergency physicians refused to prescribe narcotics. 

20. In 2010, a gunman entered the Renaissance Hospital in Texas, called 911 to tell them he was taking his own life.  As police responded, he shot himself in the head.
21. In 2010, a man who was assisting another individual into the Chester Regional Medical Center in South Carolina was gunned down in the breezeway of the emergency room.  The man died at the hospital as a result of his injuries.  Chester County Sheriff's Office said they believe the shootings were gang-related.
22. In 2010, a New Jersey man who was being transported to the Jersey City Medical Center from another hospital attacked one of two emergency medical technicians and then stole their ambulance before ultimately crashing it blocks away and fleeing.
23. In 2010, a New York psychiatric patient approached the psychiatric unit's nurses' station and punched registered nurse Kelly McCain in the head and face, kicked her, and choked her with a telephone receiver.

24. In 2010, a patient at Kindred Hospital in Ohio died after being assaulted by the man that shared his hospital room.  The victim was struck several times in the head with two pieces of medical equipment by a convicted felon. The victim was confined to his bed after a stroke left him incapacitated and unable to talk.  After the assault, the attacker was found hiding in a wall in a section of the hospital that is under construction. 

25. Off-duty female New York jail guard, Kim Wolfe, was arrested for fatally shooting her former girlfriend outside Nassau University Medical Center.  She later killed her uncle and grandfather and abducted her niece.

26. In 2010, a man committed suicide in front of Forsyth Medical Center on November 21st by shooting himself with a .40 caliber handgun. The man was seen pacing by the hospitals ambulance entrance. When EMS personnel approached him, he brandished his weapon, Hospital security responded to the incident to find the man lying face up on the ground. 

27. A former St. Barnabas security guard decided to leave his job after he was scratched by a patient with AIDS, and had to undergo 28 days of treatment.

28. In 2010, a mother was attacked after giving birth at a Milwaukee hospital; she was attacked by a female visitor to Aurora Sinai Hospital.  She claims she warned hospital staff trouble was coming and that they should have done a better job to protect her.  Both women share children by the same father, which sparked the incident.




29. In 2010, a prisoner who was left uncuffed and unattended in Brookdale Hospital attacked a nursing assistant.  The policeman who brought the prisoner to the hospital was at the nurse’s station.  The inmate hid his hands under a blanket and then attacked and punched the woman when she entered the room.

30.  In Mount Pleasant, TN, police said a 52-year-old Columbia minister assaulted two people at Maury Regional Medical Center, an ER nurse and a security guard.  According to the reports, the nurse claimed the minister pulled out a pocket knife, opened it and said, "If you touch me, someone will get hurt."

31. In Newark, Delaware, police are investigating several incidents of unlawful sexual contact at Christiana Hospital. Hospital employees have been asked to wear their ID badges at all times to prevent further assaults.  Three female patients claim a man dressed as a doctor entered their hospital rooms and fondled them during a “supposed” physical exam. Hospital officials neglected to contact police until 2 weeks after the first victim was groped.
32. A woman admitted to a Chicago, IL hospital for chest pains became the victim of sexual abuse after a nurse injected her with morphine and assaulted her in a secluded area of the hospital.  The 49-year-old offender worked as a critical care nurse at Weiss; he was charged with criminal sexual abuse. 
33.  A Marion County emergency room physician at Marion General Hospital is in police custody and faces charges of attempted aggravated assault after he allegedly attacked a nurse with a knife Saturday night. The doctor tried to assault the nurse in the hospital, but injured himself instead.  The doctor and the nurse may have been in a dating relationship.
34. In Winter Haven, FL, a woman, 77, was paralyzed and bedridden. Her husband was a 76-year-old retired pipefitter who suffered from Parkinson's and Alzheimer's diseases and prostate cancer.  He shot his wife to death in the fifth-floor hospital room where she was being treated for complications related to a stroke. Then he shot himself. The two had been married for more than 50 years.
35. In Las Vegas, NV:  A woman made her way up to the 4th floor of Valley Hospital just before 5am and shot and killed her husband before turning the gun on herself. Both died at the hospital. After the shots rang out, the hospital was put on lock down until the scene was secure.
36. In June 2010, Kona patrol officers responded to a 4 PM call reporting that a man in his 50’s had a gun in the hospital’s parking lot. While en route, officers received information that witnesses had reported that the man shot himself while still in the parking lot.  Hospital personnel took the victim to the emergency room, where he was pronounced dead.

37. Albert and Dorothy Milstein, both 77, died in an apparent murder-suicide at Hillcrest Hospital in Mayfield Heights, Ohio in July 2010.
38. In 2010, Police say a man in his 80s shot himself at a Cleveland area hospital, possibly inspired by a murder-suicide at the same facility last week.  The man pulled his car up to the emergency room at the Cleveland Clinic's Hillcrest Hospital and shot himself twice with a handgun. He was listed in critical but stable condition after surgery.
39. In Jul 2010, a 37-year-old veteran, of Grindstone Township, went to the Togus VA Medical Center armed with numerous guns and escalating concerns about the lack of care he had been receiving from the hospital. He was shot at by Sgt. Ron Dunham of the Maine Warden Service and Officer Thomas Park of the Department of Veterans Affairs after he turned toward them with his weapon drawn.  He had been diagnosed with a rare and aggressive form of cancer that forced him to retire.
40. In August 2010, a psychiatric patient charged the nurses' station on a psychiatric floor and attacked nurse Kelly McCain by repeatedly punching her head and face. When she fell, he's accused of kicking her head, choking her neck with his hands, and striking her with a telephone receiver.  The nurse is continuing to recover.
41. On August 24, 2010, a woman wanted on drug charges shot herself in the head after firing multiple gunshots at police in the Phoebe Sumter Hospital parking lot.
42. Susan Kapfer, 50, shot and killed her husband, Michael, 55, at Las Vegas Valley Hospital in August 2010 before killing herself.  Her husband suffered from deteriorating health.
43. A Jacksonville, FL resident seriously wounded his 11-year-old son and killed his son’s mother before taking his own life in the parking garage of Baptist Medical Center.
44. In September 2010, a 78-year-old patient was stabbed in her hospital bed, allegedly by a visitor of her roommate.  The patient at Provena Mercy Medical Center in Aurora, IL was stabbed with a butter knife after the son of the victim’s roommate became upset.  He was subdued by security and members of the suspect’s family.  The 78-year-old woman received stab wounds to her arm and face.
45. On September 6, 2010, a former Army soldier seeking help for mental problems at Winn Army Community Hospital in Savannah, Georgia took three workers hostage at gunpoint before authorities persuaded the gunman to surrender peacefully.
46. On September 18, 2010, An inmate from the Duval County jail attacked a private security guard at Shands Jacksonville Hospital while at the facility for treatment.  The 19-year-old inmate was taken to the hospital after claiming he swallowed pens and razor blades.  He managed to free his arm and began hitting the guard in the face.  He then pulled the gun from the guard’s gun belt and pointed it at the security guard’s head.  Hospital security and corrections officers used their weapons to get the inmate to drop the gun.
47. In September 2010, several men inside a car began shooting at two men walking to a bus stop near Highland Hospital's emergency entrance. The two men apparently had been visiting a patient at the city's main trauma center.  One man was shot in the abdominal area; the second man ran away before police arrived.
48. In September 2010, four people died after a woman opened fire at a flat and then in a hospital in Germany before police shot her dead in a hail of bullets.



49. On September 3, 2010, Darrell Garner, 36, shot his wife, Kwonesha Garner, 35, and her 49-year-old boyfriend on Sept. 3 around 12:30 a.m., reports 2theAdvocate.com. The woman was visiting her 17-year-old son when the suspect walked in and opened fire. The female victim was shot in the arm, while her boyfriend was shot in the arm and head. The male victim's wounds are considered life-threatening. Ten days prior to the incident, Kwonesha Garner was granted a temporary restraining order against Darrell Garner, whom she says has slapped, choked, shoved, stalked her and abused her children.
50. On November 4, 2010, man stormed into a local hospital cafeteria and shot himself to death, putting the hospital into lockdown and evacuating employees. A hospital spokesman said the gunman was terminated from his job about a month ago for poor attendance after about two years of employment working in the hospital cafeteria.
51. On January 1, 2011, a hospital lead engineer, Roosevelt Brockington, Jr., was robbed, stabbed 70 times, and killed by a co-worker.  His body was found in the boiler room of a suburban hospital in Montgomery County.  Brockington was the supervisor of his murderer.

52. On January 6, 2011, a senior nurse at Bloomfield Hospital was stabbed to death by one of his psychiatric patients at a mental health facility.  The assailant had been classified as a low-risk patient.  The nurse was stabbed several times in the chest and the arm; he later died.  
53. Dominguez-Garcia was at the University of New Mexico Hospital with his girlfriend on Jan. 4, 2011 when he became upset and allegedly beat up his girlfriend, and then fired a shot in the hallway. No one was injured, but the hospital was locked down for about an hour.  Garcia was charged with several counts, including aggravated battery against a household member, aggravated assault, unlawful carrying of a deadly weapon on university property, shooting at an occupied building, tampering with evidence and child abuse.
54. On January 21, 2011, a savage attack occurred at the North Suffolk Mental Health facility in Revere, Massachusetts. A young counselor at the group home, 25 year old Stephanie Moulton, was killed, her body dumped in a church parking lot.  After an eight hour manhunt, a 27 year old halfway house resident was captured at his grandmother's apartment in Roxbury. The judge ordered the schizophrenic man to be evaluated at Bridgewater State Hospital.
55. On January 17, 2011, a homeless woman shot and killed herself in a bathroom at Methodist South Hospital in Memphis, TN after police were called to transport her to a shelter. After being discharged, she had remained in the hospital's waiting room for 16 hours. 
56. On February 9, 2011, three or four shots were fired from a handgun in a second-floor Wadley Regional Medical Center room before the gun was quickly taken from the shooter.  The patient was in the room at the time.  A hospital spokesman declined to say if the shooter was a patient or another person in the room, but news reports quote investigators as saying the gunman was a prisoner in the custody of federal marshals.

57. On February 16, 2011, Robert Commeau, 55, was being examined in the Eastern Maine Medical Center emergency room at around 8:15 PM when he became combative and tried to wrap the doctor’s stethoscope around his neck when he tried to use it. Commeau was charged with felony assault on an emergency medical care provider and simple assault for shoving a security guard.
58. In March 2011, Larry Thompson, a Psychology Associate at the Center for Forensic Services at Western State Hospital in WA, was getting ready for a group session that morning.  As he prepared, a patient threw a cup of scalding hot water in his face.  He saw him coning, but didn’t move quite as fast as he used to.  He couldn’t block it; he suffered second-degree burns and a partial loss of vision in his left eye until the burns healed over.

59. In March 2011, Dennis Rushing, 38, who was complaining of vomiting, attacked the 33-year-old doctor when the physician washed his face and attempted to put on a surgical mask after the patient started spitting and coughing in the doctor’s face.  Rushing allegedly punched and kicked the doctor, which resulted in the physician’s tooth being knocked loose. Other injuries included a swollen lip, as well as scratches, bumps and bruises on the victim’s face. Rushing, who had nearly a dozen .32-caliber bullets in his bag, was charged with aggravated battery of first aid personnel and possession of ammunition.

60. In March 2010, an 85-year-old heart patient has been charged with first-degree assault for shooting a nursing supervisor three times at Danbury Hospital in Hartford, CN. The incident occurred in the hospital’s cardiac unit. During his scuffle with the nursing supervisor, Stanley Lupienski shot himself once in the leg. 

61. In May 2011, a man kicked and broke a glass door at Hoboken University Medical Center in NJ and punched a hospital security officer. David Bertucci, 24, was charged with simple assault and criminal mischief.  He broke the emergency room door and fled the scene. A security officer who chased after Bertucci was punched in the left temple.
62. In May 2011, Nelson Flecha, 53, a patient of transplant surgeon Dmitriy Nikitin, shot Nikitin near the elevators on the first floor of an Orlando, FL hospital’s parking garage and then turned the gun on himself.  Two handguns were recovered from the scene. Medical officials did not specify whether Flecha was a transplant candidate or had received an organ.

63. In June 2011, a missing nursing student from Samuel Merritt University in Hayward, CA, disappeared while on break from making clinical rounds at the Kaiser Permanente Hayward Medical Center. Michelle Hoang Thi Le, 26, never returned from the hospital's parking garage.  Her car was found a few blocks from the hospital the day after she went missing.

64. In July 2011, a Golden Gate Estates Naples man entered a hospital patient’s room and fatally shot his estranged wife before shooting and wounding himself.  The 53-year-old woman was killed while visiting a patient at Physician’s Regional-Pine Ridge. She had filed for divorce from the shooter on June 17.



65. In August 2011, 23-year-old Dwane J. Hudson was staying at the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics.  A staff member was preparing a bed in Hudson’s room when Hudson became upset and hit the victim numerous times on the head.  The man suffered a concussion, short term memory loss, pain and swelling.   Hudson also injured a nurse who was doing room checks.  Hudson came out of his room and hit the nurse in her lower lip.
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